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From the Bering Strait south to the 
temperate and tropical Pacific to 
the Antarctic Peninsula, productive 
oceanographic conditions, features 
and currents support a diversity of 
whale populations and their blue 
corridors, some spanning thousands 
of kilometers.

THE EASTERN PACIFIC 
OCEAN IS A HUB FOR 
WHALE SUPERHIGHWAYS

Growing evidence shows whales 
play a critical role in maintaining 
ocean health and our global climate, 
all while contributing to a global 
economy through tourism revenue. 
Yet, entanglement in fishing gear 
(bycatch, ghost gear), ship strikes, 
chemical and underwater noise 
pollution, loss of habitat and climate 
change are impacting whales, their 
prey and their habitats.

WHALES CONTRIBUTE 
TO OCEAN HEALTH, BUT 
FACE THREATS WITH 
CUMULATIVE IMPACTS

KEY MESSAGES

From local to regional to international 
levels, local communities, science, 
civil society, industry, states and 
intergovernmental bodies have a 
role in safeguarding whale migration, 
mitigating threats and co-designing 
solutions. The joint declaration on 
the “Americas Protection for the 
Ocean” during the ninth Summit of 
the Americas is a crucial first step to 
conserve and protect 30 per cent of 
regional seas by 2030.

URGENT COOPERATION 
IS NEEDED TO 
SAFEGUARD WHALE 
POPULATIONS TO 
RECOVER AND THRIVE

Whales rely on critical ocean habitats 
– areas where they feed, mate, 
give birth, nurse young, socialise or 
migrate – for their survival. “Blue 
corridors” are movement routes for 
marine megafauna such as whales 
among different but ecologically 
interconnected areas essential to 
their survival.

BLUE CORRIDORS 
ARE CRITICAL OCEAN 
HABITATS FOR 
MIGRATORY MARINE 
SPECIES
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