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Foreword and Executive summary page 7

June 2012 will see the nations of the world, businesses and a broad 
sweep of civil society representatives gather in Rio de Janeiro for 
the UN Conference on Sustainable Development. Twenty years after 
the momentous Earth Summit, this is a crucial opportunity to take 
stock of where the world is heading and how we’d like our future to 
take shape.

This can and must be the moment for governments to set a new 
course toward sustainability. It is also a unique opportunity for 
coalitions of the committed to step up – governments in regions 
like the Congo Basin or the Arctic, joining together to manage the 
resources they share; cities challenging and inspiring each other  
to reduce carbon emissions and create more liveable urban spaces; 
companies who are competitors in the marketplace nonetheless 
joining forces to drive sustainability into their supply chains and 
offering products that help customers use less resources; and 
pension funds and sovereign wealth funds investing in green jobs. 

These solutions, and others articulated within this edition of the 
Living Planet Report, show that we all need to play a role in keeping 
this a living planet – with food, water and energy for all, and the 
vibrant ecosystems that sustain life on Earth.

Jim Leape
Director General 
WWF International
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Chapter 1: The state of the planet  page 29

Figure 13: Freshwater 
cetacean population 
trends and ranges
Current range of 
freshwater cetacean species 
and population trends for 
six species. The shaded area 
denotes the current range 
(IUCN, 2011); graphs show 
example population trends 
from each species.
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